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When working with young children the best way to introduce any new topic is with a story.  I will start the farms unit with a fictional (fun!) story about farming.  The next step will be to assess the children’s current knowledge on the subject of farming.  I will discuss the story and see if they are able to distinguish what is true about farms and which parts are fictional.  We will then create a KWL chart in order to allow the children’s knowledge to guide the lesson.  


After introducing the subject I will focus on the elements in the science and social studies content areas.  This is the most logical place for kindergarteners to begin a unit such as this.  Their first thought about farms will be about the animals they know and the crops grown on a farm.  This will lead nicely into a unit of study on farm crops and animals.  From there we will lead into the social studies aspect of the unit to learn more about the farm economy (goods and services, wants and needs).  


Once the children have a science and social studies base we will be able to carry this theme/unit over into the other curriculum areas.  For example: once students are familiar with the animals through the science lessons they will be able to accurately create them in art, act them out for charades, write about them in language arts, and sort/classify them in math.  


Throughout the course of the unit we will continue to read a variety of fiction and non-fiction farm stories to support all areas of the curriculum.  In many cases the children will be the guiding force behind where this unit evolves.  The unit may change directions based on the needs and interests of the students.  We may need to spend more time on the areas of goods and services and even allow that unit to evolve into a unit on money; coins, saving, spending, etc.  You never know what will happen in a kindergarten classroom!

The culminating activity will be to visit a real working local farm.  On this trip the children will be able to use the knowledge they have gained to ask questions about what they have seen and read about.  They will be able to see firsthand some of the animals, plants, and equipment they have learned about and see what it is like to live and work on a real farm.  
