Sequencing Rationale
To begin this unit, it is best to begin teaching what is concrete to the student and move to the abstract. Students entering into the 5th grade Science classroom have prior knowledge that the sun provides light to the Earth. By beginning with this concept, the instructor will be able to show how the Earth rotates on an axis causing day and night (which includes discussion of the moon). Students will then be introduced to the orbit of the Earth around the sun which is a year. By slowly building upon the prior knowledge, students will start with the cycle of day and night, move to the cycle of the year and will then discuss the cycle of the seasons. 
Students will be working from the Earth out to the remaining parts of the solar system. 
