Big Idea:

 The current fifth grade authentic assessment for writing an informational report does not fit all learners.

 Rationale/ Statement of Purpose (Justification) :
All fifth grade students are required to write an informational report in language arts class.  This assignment is one of our district’s monthly authentic assessments, and the requirements are the same for all students.  This project is a great challenge for many students.  One of the challenges is that a big chunk of the work is supposed to be completed outside of class, and some students who struggle do not have enough support at home to complete this assignment satisfactorily.  Another challenge is finding research materials that are appropriate for each student.  I would like to spend some time working on differentiating this unit so that it is an appropriate learning experience for all students.
Measurable Unit or Subunit Learner Outcomes:

Ohio Academic Content Standards

Grade Five Language Arts

Writing Applications 4. Write informational essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast) and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.

Research 1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information. 

Research 2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

Research 3. Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).

Research 4. Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

Writing Process 15. Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization), and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

Communication:  Oral and Visual 8. Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:
a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence

b. b. support the main idea with relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes

c. organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion and follow common organizational structures when appropriate (e.g., cause0effect, compare-contrast).

d. Use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and 

e.  draw from several sources and identify sources used
Knowledge: 

Students will select a topic for their informational reports.  They may choose any Native American tribe.   (Research 1)

Students will select sources from which to gather information for their report. (Research 2)

Comprehension

Students will paraphrase information they find in a graphic organizer. (Research 3)
Application
Students will construct an outline using the paraphrased information they have found in their resources. (Research 3)

Analysis
Students will use the information in their outlines to construct a five paragraph essay about their tribes. ( Writing Applications 5)

Synthesis

Students will summarize the information in their written reports into a five minute oral presentation.

Evaluation:  

Students will support the information in their presentations with one self-constructed visual aid which explains  the information in the report.
Pre Assessment- 
Students will complete the following inventory of background knowledge before beginning this unit. (attachment to lesson #1)
Notes:  This is my own daily lesson plan template that includes the elements required by my school principal.  The “V” “A” “K” checkboxes are for learning styles.  They represent “Visual,” “Auditory,” and “Kinesthetic.”

Each student will receive a packet for this project.  There are three versions:  T=Target (For students at grade level) S= Struggling (For students below grade level) and A= Advanced (For students above grade level).

	Miss Buckner’s Language Arts Lesson Plans for:___/___/____ (Lesson 1)


	Lesson Topic(s): Informational Reports
Introduction to Informational Research Reports

	OACS: 

Research 1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information

	Pre-assessment:

The students will complete the pre-assessment today.  This information will be used to group students appropriately for this project.  There are three levels the students can be assigned to:  T=Target, S= Struggling, A=Advanced.

	Step
	Activity
	V
	A
	K
	Materials
	Time

	1
	Pre Assessment-
The students will complete the pre-assessment.  Results will be used to group students appropriately.  Pre assessments will later be compared to post-assessments to measure student progress.
	x

	x

	
	Copies of the pre assessment
(read questions aloud)
	20 minutes

	2
	Video:  Students will watch a 15 minute video of presentations from last year to spark their interest.
	X

	X

	
	Video of last year’s projects
	15 minutes

	3
	Distribute student packets and go over contents/ explain project
	x

	x

	
	Student Packets:  3 types (T, S, A)
	25 minutes

	4
	Answer any student questions about the project
	
	X
	
	
	10 minutes

	5
	Students will choose tribes and topics using a planning sheet.
	X

	X
	
	Planning Sheet
	20minutes

	Assessment:  Formative:  Check Students’ planning sheets to make sure they are on the right track- give feedback, make edits/ corrections
Summative:  The Written Report and Oral Presentation will be graded and recorded at the end of the unit.

	Closing:

Tomorrow we will begin selecting research materials and beginning pre-writing activities.

	Notes:




Name:___________________________________ Class:______________ Date:_____________

Native American Informational Report Pre-Assessment

Directions:  Answer the following questions to the best of your knowledge.  This information will help your teacher plan your instruction, and will not be graded or recorded.  It is simply a measure of what you already know.

1.  List resources you might use to research for an informational report.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What does the word paraphrase mean?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. If you were going to write an informational report about a Native American tribe, what kinds of topics would you write about?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

4.  How would you organize your information before you wrote your report?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe what a good oral report would look and sound like.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:___________________________ Number #____ Class__________ Date: ___/___/____

Informational Report Planning Sheet

1. Select two Native American Tribes to Research.  A list of tribes you may chose from is included in your project packet.

__________________________________________________________________________

2. What kinds of resources do you plan on using for your project?

__________________________________________________________________________

3. What subtopics will be included in your project?  Please list three.  

Examples:  location of tribes, languages of tribes, food of tribes, types of homes…etc)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you already know about these tribes?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What would you like to learn about these tribes?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Miss Buckner’s Language Arts Lesson Plans for:___/___/____( Lesson 2)


	Lesson Topic(s): Informational Reports
Selecting Research Materials/ Pre-writing

	OACS: 

Research 2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

Research 3. Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).
Research 4. Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.



	Pre-assessment:

Completed on Day 1

	Step
	Activity
	V
	A
	K
	Materials
	Time

	1
	Students will choose research materials for their tribes.  All of these books have been checked out by the teacher from the classroom library, school library or public library.  Books may not leave the classroom unless signed out, and must be turned in before leaving school.

	x
	x

	
	books for all tribes on the Struggling list: Iroquois, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Delaware, Miami, Navajo, Pueblo, Seminole, or Sioux, (Reading Levels 2-5)

computers with internet access for web research

additional books on other tribes (Reading levels 5+)

pictures of native Americans, replica artifacts, etc. for museum

spell checkers


	15 minutes

	2
	Students will complete a Venn Diagram comparing their two tribes.  They must include at least five details in each section
	x

	x

	
	Venn Diagrams
	20 min

	3
	Students will complete Research Checklist and Rubric and turn in
	X

	X

	
	Research Checklists (Included in Attached Research Packet)
	15 minutes

	4
	Students will complete outlines
	X

	X
	
	Outline Templates (Included in Attached Research Packet)
	40 minutes

	Assessment:

Formative:  Check Venn Diagrams, Research Checklists and Outlines, provide feedback, make edits
Summative: The Written Report and Oral Presentation will be graded and recorded at the end of the unit.



	Closing:  Tomorrow we will be completing our rough drafts.


	Notes:




[image: image1.png]Name _ Date _

Venn Diagram

Write details that tell how the subjects are different in the outer circles. Write details that tell
how the subjects are alike where the circles overlap.
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	Miss Buckner’s Language Arts Lesson Plans for:___/___/____ (Lesson 3)


	Lesson Topic(s): Informational Reports
Writing a Rough Draft, Editing

	OACS: 
Writing Applications 4. Write informational essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast) and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.

Research 1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information. 

Research 2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

Research 3. Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).
Research 4. Compare and contrast important findings and select sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes.

Writing Process 15. Proofread writing, edit to improve conventions (e.g., grammar, spelling, punctuation and capitalization), and identify and correct fragments and run-ons.

	Pre-assessment:

Completed on Day 1

	Step
	Activity
	V
	A
	K
	Materials
	Time

	1
	Students will use their outlines to begin writing their rough draft.  Teacher and Intervention Specialist or Aide will rotate for assistance.

	x

	x

	
	Informational Report Packets
	60 minutes (approx.)

	2
	Students will edit their papers using an editing checklist.  Teacher and Intervention Specialist or Aide will rotate for assistance.
	x
	x
	
	Rough Drafts
Editing Checklists
	30 minutes
(approx.)

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment: 
Formative:  Check over Rough Drafts, help students make edits

Summative: The Written Report and Oral Presentation will be graded and recorded at the end of the unit.



	Closing:  Tomorrow we will write our final drafts.


	Notes:




Name:___________________________________ Class:______________ Date:_____________

Editing Checklist

	Check when Complete
	Task

	
	All sentences begin with a capital letter.

	
	All sentences include proper punctuation.

	
	All names and proper nouns are capitalized.

	
	Each paragraph is indented.

	
	Each paragraph contains a topic sentence, 3-5 supporting detail sentences and a summary sentence

	
	My paragraphs stay on topic.

	
	I do not have any fragments.

	
	I do not have any run-on sentences.

	
	I compared two tribes using at least three topics.

	
	My handwriting is legible.

	
	I have checked my spelling.


	Miss Buckner’s Language Arts Lesson Plans for:___/___/____ (Lesson 4)


	Lesson Topic(s): Informational Reports
Final Copy

	OACS: 

Writing Applications 4. Write informational essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast) and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.

Research 1. Generate a topic, assigned or personal interest, and open-ended questions for research and develop a plan for gathering information. 

Research 2. Locate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources (e.g., school library catalogs, online databases, electronic resources and Internet-based resources).

Research 3. Identify important information found in sources and paraphrase the findings in a systematic way (e.g., notes, outlines, charts, tables or graphic organizers).

	Pre-assessment: 
Completed on Day 1

	Step
	Activity
	V
	A
	K
	Materials
	Time

	1
	Students will use their rough drafts to write their final copies.  They may be written in blue or black erasable pen, or typed on a classroom computer.
	x

	X
	
	Informational Report Packets
Rough Drafts with Edits
	90 minutes

	
	If students finish, they may begin to choose an activity from the RAFT menu.
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment:

Summative: The final copy will be graded using the rubric found in the Informational Report packet.



	Closing: Tomorrow we will be working on our presentations.


	Notes:




	Miss Buckner’s Language Arts Lesson Plans for:___/___/____ (Lesson 5)

	Lesson Topic(s): Informational Reports
Oral Presentations

	OACS: 

Communication:  Oral and Visual 8. Deliver informational presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

f. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence

g. b. support the main idea with relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories and anecdotes

h. organize information, including a clear introduction, body and conclusion and follow common organizational structures when appropriate (e.g., cause0effect, compare-contrast).

i. Use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and 

j.  draw from several sources and identify sources used

	Pre-assessment:

Completed on Day 1

	Step
	Activity
	V
	A
	K
	Materials
	Time

	1
	Teacher will go over options for RAFT activities using the chart included in the student packets.
	x

	x

	
	RAFT activity (found in student packet)
	15 minutes

	2
	Students will choose a presentation option and begin working on the presentation. 
	x
	x

	x
	Materials needed to complete projects will be placed in the writing center.
	75 minutes

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Assessment:

Formative:  Presentations will be scored using the rubric in the student packet


	Closing:

Next week we will be presenting our RAFT presentations to the class

	Notes:




Native American Research Project and Presentation

Name:_______________

Group:_____________

[image: image2.wmf]
Dates to Remember:
Research Rubric/Checklist Due:_______

Writing Rubric/Checklist Due:________

Final Draft Due:_________

Presentation Rubric Checklist Due:_______

My Presentation Date:________
Research Checklist-T

____1. Choose 2 different tribes to compare.  You may choose any two tribes from the website: http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/ 

____2. Pick one thing to compare among your tribes.  Choose from one of these examples, or one of your own.

language, food, homes, rituals, clothing, region, hunting practices, roles

_____3. Complete your Venn Diagram

____4. Complete your outline.
Research Checklist- S

____1. Choose 2 different tribes to compare.  You may choose any of these tribes:

Iroquois, Cherokee, Cheyenne, Delaware, Miami, Navajo, Pueblo, Seminole, or Sioux. 

____2. Pick one thing to compare among your tribes.  Choose from one of these things;

language, food, homes, rituals, clothing, region, hunting practices, roles

_____3. Complete your Venn Diagram

____4. Complete your outline.

Research Checklist- A

____1. Choose 3 different tribes to compare.  You may choose any two tribes from the website: http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/northamerica/ 

____2. Pick one thing to compare among your tribes.  Choose one characteristic to compare and contrast  among your tribes.

_____3. Complete your Venn Diagram

____4. Complete your outline.

Name:__________________________ Class_____________ Date_______

Native American Informational Report Rubric: RESEARCH
Directions: Use this rubric to check over your work.  Give yourself a check in the appropriate box for each goal.  Complete this before you turn in your work.

STUDENT COPY- All students

	Goal
	1- I didn’t do this
	2- I did part of this
	3-I did this exactly right
	Totals

	I used _____resources including books, magazines, newspapers, and online resources.


	
	
	
	

	I correctly filled out my Venn Diagram to compare my ___topics
	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/6




TEACHER COPY

	Goal
	1- Not Met
	2- Making Progress
	3-Met
	Totals

	05. Reading Applications: Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text 03- Compare important details about a topic, using different sources of information, including books, magazines, newspapers and online resources.


	
	
	
	

	05Reading Process: Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 06-Select, create and use graphic organizers to interpret textual information.


	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/6




Name:______________________ Class:___________________ Date:_______

Native American Research Project Outline- T&S
I. Introduction:____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Topic One (Tribe One):__________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Topic Two  (Tribe Two):_________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV Compare and Contrast Topics/Tribes (Use Venn Diagram):_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Conclusion:____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name:______________________ Class:___________________ Date:_______

Native American Research Project Outline- A

I. Introduction:______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Topic One (Tribe One):____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Topic Two  (Tribe Two):___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

IV. Topic Three  (Tribe Three):______________________________________________ _

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V Compare and Contrast Topics/Tribes (Use Venn Diagram):__________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Conclusion:______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Writing Checklist-T

___1. Use your outline to write a rough draft.

___2. Take your rough draft to a peer editor.

___3. Make changes to your final draft.

____4. Complete your final draft.

____5. Double check your spelling.

_____6. Double check your capitalization/punctuation/spelling

____7. Double check your paragraphs and format.

____8. Turn in your report.
Writing Checklist- S

___1. Use your outline to write a rough draft.

___2. Take your rough draft to the teacher for proofreading/editing.

___3. Make changes to your final draft.

____4. Complete your final draft.

____5. Double check your spelling.

_____6. Double check your capitalization/punctuation/spelling

____7. Double check your paragraphs and format.

____8. Turn in your report.
Writing Checklist- A

___1. Use your outline to write a rough draft.

___2. Use the dictionary and thesaurus to edit your own paper.

___3. Make changes to your  roughdraft.

____4. Complete your final draft.

____5. Double check your spelling.

_____6. Double check your capitalization/punctuation/spelling

____7. Double check your paragraphs and format.

____8. Turn in your report.
Name:__________________________ Class_____________ Date_______

Native American Informational Report Rubric: WRITE
Directions: Use this rubric to check over your work.  Give yourself a check in the appropriate box for each goal.  Complete this before you turn in your work.

STUDENT COPY- All Students

	Goal
	1- I didn’t do this
	2- I did part of this
	3-I did this exactly right
	Totals

	My writing has a clear main idea.
	
	
	
	

	My writing has a clear introduction, body  and conclusion.  I have 5 paragraphs including topic 1, topic 2, (topic 3) , compare and contrast, and a conclusion


	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/6




TEACHER COPY

	Goal
	1- Not Met
	2- Making Progress
	3-Met
	Totals

	05 Writing Processes 03- State and develop a clear main idea for writing
	
	
	
	

	05  Writing Applications 04- Write information essays or reports, including research, that organize information with a clear introduction, body and conclusion following common expository structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, comparison-contrast) and include facts, details and examples to illustrate important ideas.


	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/6




RAFT Activity for Native American Research Report

Directions: Chose one Project from the chart below.  This will be the format in which you present your research project after your paper is completed.  Please follow the attached rubrics.

                 Role                             Audience                             Format                                 Topic
	Television News Reporter
[image: image3.wmf]
	The viewers of your program want to know more about the two or three tribes you selected, and how they compare on your topic (food, clothing, shelter, music…etc)
	Your television show will be video recorded (by the teacher during recess) and viewed by the class.
	“Special Report”

You will be presenting a news-type story about your topic.

	Radio Host

[image: image4.wmf]
	The listeners of your program are students who want to know more about the two or three tribes you selected, and how they compare on your topic (food, clothing, shelter, music…etc)
	Your radio show will be audio recorded on a cassette tape, and listened to in class.
	“A Lesson about_____”



	Talk Show  Guest

(Will work with a partner who also chooses this option)
[image: image5.wmf]
	The viewers of your program want to know more about the two or three tribes you selected, and how they compare on your topic (food, clothing, shelter, music…etc)
	This may be either video recorded (by the teacher during recess) or presented live.
	Questions and Answers- your partner will ask you questions about your topic, which you will be prepared to answer.

	Game Show Contestant

(Be prepared to answer other students’ questions)
[image: image6.wmf]

	The viewers of your game show want to see how much YOU know about your topic
	The game show will be presented live in front of the class.
	“Are you smarter than the expert”


Name:__________________________ Class_____________ Date_______

Native American Informational Report Rubric: Presentation
Directions: Use this rubric to check over your work.  Give yourself a check in the appropriate box for each goal.  Complete this before you turn in your work.

STUDENT COPY- All Students

	Goal
	1- I didn’t do this
	2- I did part of this
	3-I did this exactly right
	Totals

	My writing shows that I understand the topic.  My ideas or in order.  My details are complete and make sense.  

I used _____resources.
	
	
	
	

	My presentation was clear. I spoke at an appropriate speed, with appropriate tone.  I adjusted my volume to stress important parts.


	
	
	
	

	I demonstrated active listening strategies by watching other speakers, and asking my prepared questions.
	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/9



TEACHER COPY

	Goal
	1- Not Met
	2- Making Progress
	3-Met
	Totals

	05 Communication: Oral and Visual 08: Deliver information al presentations (e.g., expository, research) that:

a. demonstrate an understanding of the topic and present events or ideas in a logical sequence;

b. support the main idea with relevant facts, details, examples, quotations, statistics, stories, and anecdotes;

c. organize information, including a clear introduction, body, and conclusion and follow common organizational structures when appropriate (e.g., cause-effect, compare-contrast);

d. use appropriate visual materials (e.g., diagrams, charts, illustrations) and available technology; and

e. draw from several sources and identify sources used.

	
	
	
	

	05 Communication: Oral and Visual 06 Use clear diction, pitch, tempo, and tone, and adjust volume and tempo to stress important ideas.


	
	
	
	

	05 Communication: Oral and Visual 01 Demonstrate active listening strategies (e.g., asking focused questions, responding to cures, making visual contact)


	
	
	
	

	Comments:


	Total

____/6




Name:__________________________ Class_____________ Date_______

Native American Informational Report Rubric: Comprehensive
Directions: Use this rubric to check over your work.  Give yourself a check in the appropriate box for each goal.  Complete this before you tu- rn in your work.

STUDENT COPY- All Students

	Components of Project
	Score

	Research
	

	Writing
	

	Presentation
	

	Total:
	

	Comments:




TEACHER COPY

	Components of Project
	Score

	Research
	

	Writing
	

	Presentation
	

	Total:
	

	Comments:




