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Sequencing Rationale
The sequencing rationale used in the Springfield Local Schools gifted education program uses the Inquiry-related sequencing pattern (Chiarelott, 2006, p. 42).  The overall theme for the course is “change.”  This pattern is the best fit to meet the unique needs of our gifted learners.

One of the main goals within the gifted program is to improve critical thinking.  Therefore, when reviewing the poetry and literature unit; critical thinking models are followed to ensure that cognitive goals are being met.  The program has specific goals for each grade level as well.  For example, third graders learn about Bloom’s Taxonomy and are encouraged to use creative, deductive, and analytical thinking skills.  Fourth graders further develop these skills.  By the fifth grade, students are able to articulate the methods of critical thinking and use prior skills gained.  So, for each unit there is a specific sequence.  There is also vertical movement across the grade levels.
The math, social science, and science units involve various methods of inquiry.  Students are provided a variety of opportunities including support for guest speakers and other experts to help them experience the inquiry based learning process.  They are able to use the same methods “used by physical scientists, social scientist and literary critics” (p. 42).  

The sub-units also follow the same process. Students are encouraged to find new and different ways to develop conclusions through inquiry.  The sequence is the best fit because it provides students with flexibility and encourages students to adapt their thinking to newly discovered information.  It meets the overall goals of the gifted program as well as each of the units and sub-units.
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