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Measurable assessments need to be completed in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the program.  A number of options are available. Student assessment must be objective and consistent through use of scoring guides or rubrics. These rubrics are provided to the students in advanced and are monitored through mini-conferencing with the gifted intervention specialist.

Standard achievement on level as well as above level achievements will be given to students to determine mastery of content standards and to ensure growth.  In addition, there will be performance based assessments.  These will be based on student process rather than product.  The main method of evaluation will be documented observation and anecdotal notes.  Product based assessments are also completed.  These are typically formative assessments to ensure that students are mastering specific skills.

The final type of assessment that is used in our gifted program is through portfolios.  Since the program loops students from grade three to five, this is an effective way to assess student growth over time.  Along with the teacher evaluation of portfolios, students also have the opportunity to self-select work that goes into the portfolios. This allows students to reflect data from other assessments as well as the quality of their work.  This further supports the gifted program goal of developing life-long learners.  When students take ownership of their own learning, the understand the progress and make strides to show grow.
