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The Problem

There is a need for research-based curriculum for gifted students at Springfield Local Schools.  Until last year, there was no prescribed curriculum to drive the gifted education program.  Gifted teachers provided enrichment without any tie to the content standards.  The curriculum must also be able to be evaluated.  Gifted students at Springfield Local Schools are served in a multiple subject environment so it was decided that an overall theme as prescribed in VanTassel Baska and Stambaugh’s (2006) Integrated Curriculum Model would be utilized to bring the various content areas together under one concept.
Needs of the Learner

The curriculum is one that should be well defined, but allowing for enough flexibility to meet the unique needs of gifted learners. Students are served once a week in a pull-out program.  They should receive advanced and accelerated content that also ties into the Ohio Content Standards.  The unique issues that face gifted students should also be taken into consideration.  The student goals are based on the program goal to build cognitive thinking skills while meeting the emotional needs of our Gifted Students.  These goals will be articulated in each student’s Written Education Plan. There must be consistency and continuity across the grade levels with vertical movement that will ensure that exiting fifth graders are prepared for middle school gifted coursework and/or honors classes.  It is noted by authors Ornstein and Hunkins (2009) that Piaget’s three cognitive processes served as a basis for Roger Tyler’s three methods of organizing learning experiences. These are continuity, sequence, and integration (p. 122).  Students who participate in the gifted education program at Springfield Local Schools are encouraged to be life-long learners.  Therefore, the orientation to curriculum is the Cognitive Development Process (Charelott 2006, p. 20).
Needs of the Society

While areas of our curriculum target specific core content such as math and language arts, gifted students participate in Problem Based and Project Based Learning experiences.  The purpose is to provide contextual learning opportunities to students to help them learn that their work in class has real-world applications.  Specific values include societal change as a result of technological advances and environmental awareness and advocacy.  There is both a local and global focus.  In fact, our program slogan is “Thinking globally, acting locally.”  
Value of the Subject Matter

The subject matter that is addressed through the gifted program is of significant value because it paves the way for students to advance as they enter the middle and high school years.  The literature found in the College of William and Mary materials is rich and varied with a number of multi-cultural works.  The math curriculum is also rigorous.  The gifted teachers then integrate the core subjects into the Problem Based Learning experiences to further support what they are learning in the regular classroom.  If we want students to be life-long learners, they also need the tools to succeed.  Providing a rigorous academic course will meet these needs.

The Educational Goal  

There are three educational goals that are addressed in the curriculum.  First, a specific content standard is addressed.  As part of Springfield Local Schools, we follow a field guide as provided by central office.  Students then have to meet a cognitive goal for each activity.  A single cognitive goal is also part of each student’s Written Education Plan. Finally, the affective domain is addressed.  Therefore, the course for each grade level will provide students with the skills, the motivation, and the confidence to move forward as life-long learners.  
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