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Evaluation Strategies

Dolch lists are assessed informally in our district.  At the start of each school year students in grades K-1 are provided with a folder containing the Dolch lists.   Each classroom teacher performs individual pre-assessments in the area of sight word recognition. We ask kindergarten and first grade students to read Dolch words aloud beginning with list one of eleven.  If the entire list is read with accuracy and without hesitation, the student moves to List 2.  If the student misses one or more words on the list, or reads the list at a sluggish rate, he is provided with a set of flashcards for that particular list.  The student will practice these words in centers activities throughout the week.  

Classroom teachers check Dolch lists weekly (same process as above) so that students have the opportunity to progress through the lists as the school year progresses.  Students graph their weekly Dolch word progress in their data binder and this makes for a great discussion and goal setting activity.  As mentioned in my statement of purpose, students learn differently and at different rates.  By implementing informal weekly assessments, teachers know the present levels of their students at all times in regards to sight words and can experiment with the various activities to help advance the rate of improvement.  When students reach the end of their Dolch book they earn a reward.  We then have them read through their Dolch book one last time to ensure 95% mastery.

