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Statement of Purpose

What do good readers do when reading?  Many students assume that reading is an innate ability; good readers are born that way.  Unless this misconception is addressed explicitly, students will continue to consider reading deficiencies as natural and uncontrollable (Irvin and Rycik, 2005).  In actuality, reading strategies can be learned and used by all readers to enhance reading comprehension and critical thinking skills.  People need to be taught what strategies are available to them while reading and when to incorporate those strategies to make meaning.  


The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman (2006) describes the impact globalization is having on our future generations.  The interconnectedness of various cultures and other faceless sources of information coming through the internet require students to possess strategies to interpret and analyze information in order to determine its validity.  Critically viewing and deciphering content we encounter is more important now than ever before.  Today’s children will need to analyze multiple view points and assess the reliability of pieces of information and the mediums distributing this information.  The International Reading Association’s (IRA) Commission on Adolescent Literacy asserts that: “Adolescents entering the adult world in the 21st century will read and write more than at any other time in history.” (Irvin And Rycik, p. 4).  


This unit on metacognition will provide our students with explicit instruction in effective reading comprehension strategies and critical thinking skills. It will address what Curriculum 21 (Jacobs) refers to as the first step in the habits of mind, building awareness of the kind of thinking we are doing.  Students will discover how interacting with the text will improve their understandings and allow them to identify when they are not making meaning with the text and implement fix-up strategies.  Students will also be able to critically view information that may not parallel their own beliefs and analyze the view point of the author.  The purpose of this unit is to provide students with the strategies to become good readers and critical consumers of information.  In this “flat world” (Friedman, 2005), it is essential that our students learn the skills necessary to effectively decode and encode information to remain competitive globally.  
