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Fimbriae and Pili

1.  These term mean the same thing. Another term is fimbrium.  In Latin, it means thread, fibres or hairs.  They are shorter and stiffer than flagella.
2.  Involved in adherence or attachment of bacterial cells to surfaces  in nature. This allows cells to colonize tissues and resist attack by phagocytic white blood cells.
3.  They are antigenic and can be neutralized by antibodies.
4.  Neisseria gonorrhoeae requires functional pili for pathogenesis.  
5.  E. coli adheres to the mucosal epithelium of the intestine by means of fimbriae.
6.  S. pyogenes uses fimbriae and M protein to adhere to surfaces and resist phagocytosis.
7.  A main purpose of pili is the genetic transfer of information.
8.  Note the picture to the right, the long structures are flagella and the short are fimbriae.
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