Instructional Design
Biography Research Unit
Stolly 3



Rationale: Research in the language arts classroom

Young learners are constantly exposed to the various components of technology.  They spend countless hours on the computer with the world literally at their fingertips.  Young people are able to seek information about anything in the blink of an eye, yet most students are not comfortable creating formal written or verbal communications about information that has been found.  Students are able to communicate with their peers without talking by texting, emailing or blogging.  The incredible use of this technology creates the need to teach students how to research and communicate about a topic in both a written and oral manner.


It is imperative that teachers, since there is so much information on the World Wide Web, teach students how to discern the information from the different websites.  Learners need to be able to decide if the information is relevant to a topic at hand.  They need to discover if the information actually fits in with the main idea or thesis of a paper.  Students also need to discover the relevance of the article or information found.  There are billions of pieces of information available to students now, and they must be able to find the validity of the source used.  It is important that the language arts curriculum teaches students how to become good researchers for the future.  Students need to be able to use the web to find informative articles for a number of reasons which will only continue as those same students become adults.


Due to the technological advances and the assumption that technology will become even more prevalent in the future, it is essential that a research project is included in the seventh grade language arts curriculum.  Students must be able to form open-ended questions to research and students must be able to use the internet as well as the library to find relevant information and make judgments as to how to present the information found.  Students should be able to speak clearly in front of an audience whether it is their peers or others.  Students must also use correct English guidelines to express themselves in a written manner when entering the working world.  It is the role and responsibility of the language arts teacher to help the student become confident in all communication mechanisms.  The goal of this unit is to use self-directed learning to create a final research paper.  
Biography Research Unit
Outcomes

Unit Length: Three weeks

Subunit Intended Learning Outcomes

Subunit One:  Identifying and Using Sources
1. The student will identify appropriate sources and gather relevant information from multiple sources. (understanding and applying)
2. The student will identify and explain the importance of validity in sources, including publication date, coverage, language, points of view, and describe primary and secondary sources.  (understanding and evaluating)
3. The student will analyze and organize important information, and select appropriate sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes. (analyzing and applying)
Subunit Two: Creating a Written Report
1. The student will create an appropriate structure for organizing information in a systematic way. (creating)
2. The student will establish a thesis statement for informational writing. (creating)
3. The student will organize writing with an effective and engaging introduction, body and a conclusion that summarizes, extends or elaborates on points or ideas in the writing. (applying and understanding)
4. The student will integrate quotations and citations into written text to maintain a flow of ideas. (applying)
5. The student will group related ideas into paragraphs, including topic sentences following paragraph form, and maintain a consistent focus across paragraphs. (analyzing) 

6. The student will compose a final copy using available technology. (creating)
7. The student will add and delete information and details to better elaborate on a stated central idea and to more effectively accomplish purpose. (evaluating)
8. The student will proofread writing, edit to improve conventions and identify and correct fragments and run-ons. (evaluating)
9. The student will judge the quality of writing with a given rubric. (evaluating)
10. The student will use an appropriate form of documentation, with teacher assistance, to acknowledge sources (works cited). (applying)
11. The student will prepare for publication writing that follows a format appropriate to the purpose, using such techniques as electronic resources, principles of design and graphics to enhance the final project. (creating)
Preassessment Survey: Identifying and using appropriate sources
Circle the letter that best describes how you feel about the sentence.

A = Agree

D = Disagree

U = Unsure
1. I know where to find nonfiction books in the 

A
D
U

Urbana Junior High School Library.
2. I can locate the publishing date of the book.


A
D
U

3. I can explain the importance of the publishing date.

A
D
U

4. I know the difference between subjective and objective
A
D
U

points of view.

5. 
I understand the importance of using multiple sources
A
D
U


when researching.

6. I know the difference between a search engine and an
A
D
U

Internet site.

7. I know the difference between primary and secondary 
A
D
U

sources.

8. I can easily gather information from the Internet.

A
D
U

9. I know when information is reliable and credible

A
D
U

in both Internet and printed sources.

10. I can create a graphic organizer to store my information.
A
D
U

11. I know how to document both Internet and printed 

A
D
U

sources.

12. Briefly describe a time when you have used research from the Internet and printed sources.  Did the time involve you documenting your sources?

13. How do you feel about researching a topic on your own?
Preassessment Survey: Creating a Written Report
Circle the letter that best describes how you feel about the sentence.

A = Agree

D = Disagree

U = Unsure
1. I know how to incorporate citations from other sources 
A
D
U

into my writing.

2. I feel comfortable using an outline to write a research 
A
D
U

paper.

3. I can define and explain the importance of a thesis 

A
D
U

statement.

4. Grouping ideas together into paragraphs is easy for me.
A
D
U
5. I can revise my writing to make a variety of sentences.
A
D
U

6. I can use a rubric to judge the quality of my own writing
A
D
U

and use tools to rewrite if necessary.

7. I know how to use spell and grammar check in Microsoft
A
D
U

Word.

Lesson 1: Sources: What are they and how do I find them?
Lesson length: One block (80 minutes)
Objective:
Students will identify the different types of sources and be able to identify 

appropriate sources for their own research. 



Students will locate various sources on their own in the library and on the 

Internet.

Concepts:  
Develop an understanding of how to use various sources to build a 
strong argument for a research paper and speech.

Key 

What are the different types of sources that can be used in order to complete Questions:
research?



How can you locate the various sources?

Materials:  
Library, student response systems, projector, laptops, 

worksheet, pencils

Procedures:

Introductory Activity 
· When students come into class, ask them how many use the Internet for help with their homework.  Why?  How do you know that the information you are receiving is credible? (5 minutes)
· Ask students to help design a web using Inspiration of all the types of sources they know.  (5-10 minutes)
· Inform the students that today we will be learning about the different types of research sources that are available and why it is important to determine the validity of those sources.

Developmental Activity 

· Show students a PowerPoint presentation that has various sources. (10 minutes)
· Examples that will be included are: books, newspaper or magazine articles, video or audio clips, interviews, and Internet sources.
· Students will use the student response systems to answer questions about the PowerPoint throughout the presentation. 
· Pairs will listen to a presentation by the librarian about the location of the various sources discussed in class.  (5-8 minutes)
· Explain to students that they will be working in pairs to locate sources and explain why one source may be better than another source.  (2-4 minutes)
· Pairs will be asked to locate sources on different people using the Internet and printed sources in the library.

· Divide students into pairs to explore the library with the given worksheet. (25-30 minutes)
· Pairs should all answer the questions:

· Identify the source that you feel is the most useful and explain why you feel that way.

· Scan through some of your materials.  If writing a research paper on the given person, why would you want to use more than one source?

· Compare subjective and objective points of view and rank their importance for researching purposes.

· Ask students to share their findings with the class. (3-5 minutes)
· Discuss the importance of validity in sources. (It is important to know validity in order to determine the usefulness of the source.  Validity includes, but is not limited to, publication date, credibility of author, and type of source.) (1 minute)
· Ask students to recall various literature from the nonfiction unit to determine if the writing would make a good source if writing a biography.  (3 minutes)
Concluding Activity
· Ask students to help complete the Inspiration web to fill out all the types of sources they now know.  (5 minutes)
· Students will write something they learned in the lesson about sources or a question they still may have about sources or validity as an “exit slip”. (2 minutes)
Assessment:

For homework, students will identify at least three different sources that they can use in order to find information about their own person for the biography.

The completed worksheets will also be used to assess the students’ understanding of the lesson.

Find it!  Where do I look for specific books in the library?

Objective:  You are to locate various sources in the junior high library and online that could be used to write a research paper.  You will have to answer several questions about the validity of the source.  

There are several resources in the library.  Please locate three book resources the one person assigned to you and your partner.
Martin Luther King, Jr.


Elvis Presley

Barack Obama



Neil Armstrong

Malcolm X



Ray Charles

Oprah Winfrey



Eleanor Roosevelt

Pat Summit



Hillary Clinton

John Glenn



Walt Disney

List the title, author and publishing date of each book.

1.

2.

3.

Determine if your sources are primary or secondary sources and label each.
Use a search engine (Blackle, Yahoo, etc.) to locate two internet sites on your person.  List those internet sites and updated date if possible.
1.

2.

PLEASE CONTINUE ON BACK OF WORKSHEET

Of the five sources you have now, identify the source that you feel is the most useful and explain why you feel that way.

Scan through some of your materials.  If writing a research paper on the given person, why would you want to use more than one source?

Compare subjective and objective points of view and rank their importance for researching purposes.  
Lesson 2: Outlines and Notes:  What do I do with all this stuff?
Lesson length:  One block (80 minutes)
Objective:
Students will design a graphic organizer to organize information found 

when researching.

Students will complete a graphic organizer with given information.

Concepts:
Students will analyze advantages and disadvantages of a few graphic 

organizers.
Key

What graphic organizers are appropriate to use for research purposes?

Questions:
How do graphic organizers help writers during the prewriting process?
Materials: 
Laptops, Internet, sources, questions students create indicating what they 
want to learn from the research, large sheets of paper, markers, pencils
Procedures:

Introductory Activity

· When the students enter the class there will be papers, books, tapes, etc. scattered all over my desk.  

· Ask the students to identify the problem with my desk and determine why it is a problem.  List solutions on the board to help get rid my problem. (5 minutes)
· Tell the students that they will learn some new graphic organizers to organize the information found in the various sources.  

Developmental Activity
· Using the laptops, the students will complete a Study Island activity over outlines and notes.  They will do the lesson and answer questions in the test mode. (30-35 minutes)
· In small groups, the students will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the various approaches for graphic organizers.  They will create a few approaches with the information found by one student.  They will decide on the approach they feel is the best and report it to the class using large sheets of poster paper.  (15-20 minutes)
Concluding Activity

· Ask students:  Now that you know the best way to organize the information, what problems do you think you may face?

· Field questions. (2-3 minutes)

· Tell them to start their own personal graphic organizer.

Assessment: 

Homework:  Each student will create and use a new graphic organizer and fill it with information from the books, articles, etc. used. 

Lesson 3: Outline to Draft:  How do I move from one to the other?
Lesson length: One block (80 minutes)

Objective: 
The students will apply the rules of the writing process to compose a 

written document.
Concept: 
The students will understand how to use a graphic organizer and citations 

to develop a strong written research document.

Key 

How does the graphic organizer assist a writer when moving into the writing 

Question:
process? 

Materials:
Computer, SmartBoard, projector, graphic organizers from the previous 
day’s lesson, materials from research, paper, pencils

Procedures: 

Introductory Activity
· When the students enter the room, ask them to present their completed graphic organizers from the previous day.  Review the stage of the writing process.
· Ask what struggles they had, what they thought was easy, and if they need assistance with anything before today’s activity. 
· Tell them that they will be learning how to go from the prewriting stage to the writing stage when writing a research paper. (5 minutes total for introductory activity).

Developmental Activity

· Students will assist the teacher with creating a piece of written work from an outline created by the teacher. (see attached)
· The students will see the outline posted on the SmartBoard and use a split screen to create a paragraph of the writing as a class. (15-20 minutes)
· The students will then be in groups of four to create the next paragraph of the writing.  The cooperative groups will have a recorder (writes the document), timekeeper (makes sure the group is making good time and keeps the students on task), complete sentence commander (watches for complete sentences and corrects incomplete sentences), and paragraph person (makes sure there is a topic sentences, good details, and conclusions).  (20-25 minutes)  
· The students will then share their paragraphs with the group. (12-15 minutes)
Concluding Activity

· The students will write the answers to two questions on their own piece of paper as an exit slip. (3-5 minutes)
· Which group had the best paragraph?  Why do you think that?
· What can you do to make your paragraph better?
Assessment:  

Homework:  The students will construct one paragraph using the graphic organizer created the previous night.

Mrs. Stolly Outline

I. Background

A. Birth

1. On August 21, 1980

2. At The Ohio State University Hospital, Columbus, Ohio

B. Parents

1. Marsha Marshall

a. On August 29, 1952

b. From Bluffton, Ohio

2. Larry Young

a. On May 1, 1951

b. From Rawson, Ohio

C. Raised

1. In Bellefontaine, Ohio

D. School

1. High School

a. Bellefontaine High School, Bellefontaine, Ohio, 1998

2. Undergraduate Degree

a. Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 2002

3. Graduate Degree

a. Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, Ohio 2008

Lesson 4:  Citing Sources:  How can I make my writing sound more legit?

Lesson length:  One block (80 minutes)

Objectives: 
The students will integrate citations into their written work.



The students will document the citations correctly.

Concept: 
The students will know how to avoid plagiarism by properly citing and 

documenting sources when writing a research paper.

Key

What is the importance of integrating citations?

Questions:
What is plagiarism?

Materials:
A completed paragraph from the previous lesson, SmartBoard, laptops, 

Internet, projector, whiteboard, markers, scanner
Procedures:


Introductory Activity

· When students enter the room, ask for a volunteer to scan his or her paper into the computer as an example for the class.  

· Plagiarism will be written very large across the whiteboard. 

· The students will be asked to read page 7 of the agenda book to see the penalty for plagiarism.  (2 minutes)
· The students will attempt to define plagiarism while the teacher keeps notes on the whiteboard. (5 minutes)
· Tell the students that they will learn how to avoid plagiarism by properly adding citations to a paragraph.

Developmental Activity

· The students will complete the Study Island activity on citing sources. (25-30 minutes)

· Guide the students on how to add citations into a text as a whole class using the scanned paper as an example. (15 minutes)

· Tell the students they will be in pairs to determine the best places to add citations. (15-20 minutes)
· The students will work in pairs and add two citations for each student’s paragraph.  

Concluding Activity

· The students will be asked to complete an exit card about one thing they learned from today’s lesson and one thing they still want to know.

Assessment:

The students will turn in their completed paragraphs for the teacher to review and hand back the next day.

Lesson 5: Creating My Works Cited Page

Lesson length: One period (40 minutes)

Objective:  
The students will create a works cited page.

Concept:  
The students will have an understanding of why a works cited page must 

be used.

Key

Question:
What is plagiarism and how do you avoid plagiarizing?

Materials:
Student sources, works cited helper page, laptops, projector

Introductory Activity

· Introduce today’s lesson as the final product to the writing of the research paper.

· Review the parts of the research paper and list on the board. (3 minutes)
Developmental Activity

· Ask a student to volunteer one source to use as an example for the class.

· Using the SmartBoard fill in the chart as a class.  (2 minutes)

· Remind students that it is plagiarism to if you do not give an author credit for his or her work.

·  Break the students into groups of four.  Tell the students that they will individually fill out a worksheet just like what we did as a class.  When finished, the rest of the group must check each group member’s sources.  Each person will have their work checked three times to ensure that the works cited page will be correct. (15 minutes)

· The students will then type a work’s cited page to add to the end of the research paper. (15 minutes)

Concluding Activity

· Ask the students to write the importance of the works cited page as an exit slip. (2 minutes)

· Tell the students that they will complete the works cited page the next day.

Developing a Works Cited Page

1 Author for a Book

	Last name of author,        
	First name of author.
	Book Title 
	Publishing City:
	Publisher,
	Year.

	Zubrin,
	Robert.
	Entering Space
	New York:
	Tarcher, 
	1999.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


An Anonymous Book

	Title.
	City Where Published:
	Publisher,
	Year.

	1999 People Weekly Almanac. 
	New York:
	Cader,
	1998.

	
	
	
	


A Multivolume Work

	Editor’s last name
	First name, ed.
	Title.
	Vol. #
	City Where Published:
	Publisher,
	Year.

	Hipple, 
	Ted, ed.
	Writers for Young Adults.
	Vol 3
	New York:
	Scribner’s, 
	1997.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


An Article in a Reference Book (Encyclopedia)
	“Article.”
	Book Title.
	Edition.
	Year.

	“Pyrrho.”
	The Encyclopedia Americana.
	International ed.
	1995.

	
	
	
	


Web Site 
	Web site name.
	day mth. yr. updated.
	Professional publisher.
	day mth. yr. retrieved
	<web address>.

	ESPN.com.
	12 Nov. 1998.
	ESPN Internet Ventures.
	19 Nov. 1999.
	<http://espn.go.com>.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Article within a Web Site

Kloberdanz, Kristin, “The Immigrants; Dilemma.” Time.com. 18 Apr. 2006. 

<http://time.com/time/nation/printout/0,8816,1184831, 00.html>.

Note: With Web site entries, when certain items do not apply or are not available, skip those and go on to the next item.
Post assessment
The post assessment for my unit is a two-fold process.   The first is the final writing project.  The students will be assessed on the creation of the expository writing.  The writing will include the final draft of the research paper and works cited page.  The students will be assessed throughout the unit to ensure they are closely following the design of the project.  I have included the rubric to assess the writing submitted by the students.

The second piece of assessment is a traditional test strategy.  Students will use a piece of writing to answer seven short-answer responses about the validity of the source.  The test follows the rubric.

Name _________________________________

Expository Writing

Research Rubric

	
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score



	Organization


	Not organized,
events make

no sense
	Some order, 
events jump 

around, start 

and end are 

unclear
	Organized, 
events are 

somewhat

jumpy
	Good 

organization,
events are in 

order,

a clear sense of beginning to end
	

	Quality of 

Information
From outline
	3 or less parts 
are included and contains

irrelevant details
	4 parts are
Included and details are somewhat 

sketchy
	5 parts are included and some details are non-supporting
	All 6 parts are included and supporting details are specific
	

	Grammar & 
Spelling
	Very frequent errors that interfere with the meaning
	Many errors that interfere somewhat with the meaning
	More than 3 errors that do not impact the meaning 
	Only one or two errors
	

	Significance
(Conclusion)
	Does not understand and/or does not mention the person’s influence on our culture
	Has little understanding and only makes mention of person’s influence on our culture
	Somewhat understands person’s influence on our culture
	Expresses a clear understanding of person’s influence on our culture
	

	Sentence Structure
	Contains only simple sentences
	Contains few compound sentences, mostly simple sentences
	Contains some variety in sentence structure
	Contains a variety of sentence structures
	

	Works Cited
	One source, correct format
	Only 2 sources, correct format
	3 or 4 sources, correct format
	5 or more different sources, correct format
	

	Timeliness
	5 or more days late
	3 to 4 days late
	1 or 2 days late
	On time
	


Teacher Comments:







Total Score:
Research Post Assessment

Name ______________________________

Read the information and answer the questions below.

Rudyard Kipling

1865-1936

Childhood in India

Rudyard Kipling was born in Bombay, India, but educated in England.  His father was an architect and artist, and his mother was devoted to the arts.  As a child, Kipling loved to read and he wrote verse.  After his schooling, he returned to India in 1882 and worked as a writer for a daily newspaper in Lahore.  Kipling’s stories about his Indian travels made him extremely popular in India.  He returned to London in 1889, and wrote poems and new stories about India that made him famous.

Animal Storyteller
When he had children of his own, Kipling turned to writing children’s stories.  Early collections, The Jungle Book and The Second Jungle Book, include animal stories set in India about an Indian boy raised by wolves.

Nobel Prize
Kipling received numerous honors and awards.  In 1907, he received the Nobel Prize in literature.  He is buried in London in the Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey.

From

McDougal Littell. The Language of Literature: Grade 7. Evanston, Illinois: McDougal Littell, 2002.

1. What is an example of an objective statement for Rudyard Kipling?  

2. What is an example of a subjective statement for Rudyard Kipling?

3. Explain whether the information is more subjective or objective.

4. Explain the appropriateness of the publication date for the information about Kipling.

5. Is the source a primary or secondary source?  Why?

6. If you were writing a biography about Rudyard Kipling, would you use this as a source?  Please explain your answer and indicate if you would need any other sources.

7. Create a thesis statement for an expository piece of writing about Rudyard Kipling.
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