Evaluation Strategy


Whether we like it or not, we all use math concepts almost everyday in our daily activities.  For that reason, it is imperative that we teach our students the importance of integers and how they relate to our everyday lives.  Consequently, both formative and summative evaluation methods will be used to ensure that we are empowering our students with the most effective pre-algebra curriculum.

Since formative evaluation begins at the project’s inception and may last one to three years, there are several ways that the formative evaluation can be done.  The teacher of the unit can administer pre- and post assessment tests/surveys to determine student knowledge of pre-algebra.  Other math teachers, staff members, and administrators can also observe lessons to monitor the students’ learning, provide feedback to the teacher, and provide other valuable information pertaining to the curriculum evaluation.  The reading and interpreting of the maps by the students can provide an authentic form of evaluation and lets teachers identify if the students are applying what they learned to daily activities.  The analysis of this activity will provide some insight into the effectiveness of the curriculum.

The teacher of the unit could gather information from the curriculum to compile student portfolios for the unit.  These portfolios could be used to conduct student-led interviews/conferences to gather data about student progress and understanding the unit.  This data can be used to determine if the intended learning outcomes were appropriate and if they were met by each student.  

Another formative evaluation could be that the teacher of the unit could participate in professional development opportunities such as workshops, lectures, and conferences, to collaborate with other professionals on ways to actively teach pre-algebra to students.  These types of professional development will assist the teacher in evaluating the curriculum and give him or her more ideas to use in their classroom.  Professional development not only helps the teacher to be more creative, but also enhances the curriculum for the students.

In addition to these formative evaluation methods, a summative evaluation could be conducted over the next three to five years using pre- and post assessment surveys/tests.  By measuring, assessing, and evaluating the results of the curriculum over an extended period of time, the teacher could critically reflect upon the effectiveness of the pre-algebra unit.  This would allow the teacher to determine if the unit should be altered, modified, or continued the way it is to best meet the needs of the students.
