Evaluation Strategy


It’s clear that society values literacy. Evidence points to a direct link between career success and being literate. Good literacy skills, however, must develop over time, beginning with early literacy experiences in which an individual is constantly building on learned skills. Therefore evaluation of this curriculum involves both formative assessment to monitor progress in reading development and the analytical skills that commonly go with it, as well as summative to ensure that the curriculum over time accomplishes its goals of developing skilled readers.


Formative assessment includes a combination of paper and pencil tests that model the state’s standardized test of multiple choice, and short answer and extended response analytical questions; portfolio assessment; classroom observation. The assessments would be a measurement of the curriculum and instruction as they pertain to the outcomes identified for the concepts.

Since standardized tests measure a student’s reading progress at the end of the year, it’s imperative that formative assessment is used at the beginning of the year to set a benchmark from which progress is measured throughout the year. This and all formative assessments would be administered by teachers, but may be analyzed by teachers and administrators in an effort to identify resource needs.


Data for summative assessment of the curriculum should be collected annually, but evaluated over a period of no less than three years. The evaluation process should be led and completed by the curriculum director and/or administrators. 

Value-added data would be used for analysis in the evaluation process. This data is different from achievement data in that it measures academic growth as opposed to proficiency at a specific grade level. Over time, value-added data can help administrators pinpoint flaws in curriculum and weaknesses in instruction. In regards to the former, the data would enable administrators to make adjustments or take corrective actions to better align the curriculum with academic standards. It would identify areas in which outcomes are not being met.
