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	The authors contend that there has been relatively little impact of multimedia information retrieval (MIR) on commercial applications, and used their paper to explore ways to improve MIR using content based methods. They contend that these methods can enhance retrieval regardless of whether or not text annotations are present. Additionally,
they present an overview of the history of MIR and compare and contrast this with recent happenings in the field.
	They maintain that the failure to bridge the semantic gap between computers and humans have reduced the potential impact of current MIR systems. Nevertheless, they are positive that current research in MIR will solve this problem. To this end, they highlight a number of research topics which they propose will serve to satisfy the user. Additionally, the authors advocate for the use of learning algorithms, and suggest that these algorithms may be able to compensate for the noise in real-world context. 
	The authors explain further that many persons have explored the idea of
classifying whole images. However, they maintain that granularity poses a problem. To this end, they put forward that the challenge is to detect all of the semantic content within an image with emphasis on the presence of complex backgrounds.

