Lesson Plan:  Manderino
Objective:  To have the students create policy analysis of approaches to ending the Great Depression from multiple perspectives.  

Tools:  Computers, mirrored social networking site, text sets encompassing the Great Depression.  

Lesson Design:  Students will create profiles in the vain of Facebook or Myspace for various actors within the context of the Great Depression.  Roles include those of people in the government like Hoover and FDR as well as dockworkers, wealthy individuals, farmers etc.  

Each student will have to take on a role and create a profile like one that may appear on a social networking site.  Components would include who might appear on friends lists (FDR and Frances Perkins, etc.), a blog commenting on Hoover and FDR’s policies, as well as artifacts that give texture to their role.  

After communicating through the site, students will evaluate policy and decide who’s plan is best suited to end the depression.  

Reflection of the process will occur at the end of the unit.  

Rationale:  Perspective taking and policy analysis are crucial to understanding historical events.  By mirroring practices in social networking sites, students are able to model the power of social networking as well as take a role in a real tangible way for students.  
