Stratton Brock

Definition and Identification of students in gifted program

Definition: Who are the students you are targeting in this program? All gifted? Specific domains? 

· Following Renzulli’s model of SEM, the students in the program would most likely be the top 20% of the school population.

· These students would not just be the most academically intelligent, but those who demonstrate the gamut of intelligences.

· While the model would be Renzulli’s, the program would incorporate Gardner’s concepts of multiple intelligences to act as the topic base for the enrichment options.

· In addition, the classes would try and meet the needs of non-traditional academic intelligences as mentioned by both Renzulli and Sternberg.  These enrichment options would be designed to meet pragmatic applications of intelligence.  We would teach the students to use knowledge rather than acquire knowledge.
Identification: How will you identify them?

· Identification would come from standardized tests, parent/teacher referrals and student referrals.

· The standardized tests would most likely be:

· OLSAT and other intelligence tests

· Torrance and other creativity tests

· The Referrals would have to include specific evidence of advanced intelligence in any number of areas.  A guideline would be provided to both teachers and parents so they could identify certain behaviors and traits.

· The students could also self-refer through compacting classes and after-school activities

I want to design a gifted program that would be effective for a public school – an affluent, very supportive, pro-gifted, well-paying, public school.  I like the concept of Renzulli’s idea of a School Wide Enrichment Model and while I don’t think it would work with my school’s current schedule, it may work with a nine period day, as opposed to our current 8 period day.

The students in the program would include the typical gifted students in most gifted program as well as those students who are on the cusp and may display giftedness in one behavioral area, but not prominently enough or strongly enough to qualify for traditional gifted programs.  This group includes those who have a burning interest in subjects that go beyond the classroom curriculum, but have a difficult time making A’s and B’s in most of their classes.  I am trying to design a Multiple Intelligence gifted program that seeks to enrich students through the application of knowledge rather than the acquisition of knowledge.

The school schedule would rotate throughout the day, so the ninth class period may be in either the morning or afternoon.  Depending upon the numbers, the students would come 2-3 times per week.  There would be multiple options offered every day and the students would sign up for those classes that interested them.
Because this is a School Wide Enrichment Model, most of the students in the program would self-refer themselves.  There may be some academic restrictions such as the students have to maintain at least a B average in all their other classes and that their referral needs to be confirmed by a testimony from their teacher, but it would not matter which teacher recommended them.  The student may have a connection to the science teacher or to the gym teacher.  The specific teacher is important though, because they need to be able to discern talent in their particular field.  If a student is kinesthetically gifted, it will probably be the gym teacher or coach that recommends them.
Other than teacher recommendations, the program would still have the admission of those students that pass certain standardized test hurdles.  This standard is not to give them a pass, but to make the gifted teacher aware of them and be able to compare their school performance with their potential.  If they are failing their classes, but have an IQ in the third standard deviation, then they may not be challenged in their regular classes and succumbing to one of the traits of underachievement.  
