Debrief on Cell Structure CmapTools Blue Doubleblock (12/8/06)

Overall, I think the doubleblock was very successful.

1.  KEY was the obvious observation that the students dove right in with no hesitation.  I think we can credit some of that to advanced groundwork laid with familiarity with the concept mapping process and the assignment for students to create individual maps as homework, and the class time dedicated to creating a “shared map” and researching resources on the web.  Therefore, students were prepared to use the doubleblock to focus on the use of CmapTools to create clear maps that they could then share with the class and that would be linked to a synthesized class map.

2.  All student teams successfully created Cmaps, attached resources, created folders on “My Concept Maps” containing both their maps and resources and transferred this folder to shared resources on the IHMC Public Server/ LHS GimbleHFry Folder.

3. It took about an hour to then use the synchronous collaboration function of CmapTools between the Heinze-Fry computer and a student computer to link the student maps to the overarching class map.  The collaboration function seemed to be required, even though the folder had open “Permissions” for “Everyone” to add to the folder.

4.  Some students created their maps, then leaped right into the Pallette to explore color, line curvature, etc.

There were minor glitches, some of which can be ironed out, and some that need some kind of “class policy.”

1. One computer was not loaded with CmapTools.  That one has been marked, and a message given to Tech Support.

2. One team opened up CmapTools and successfully created a brilliant concept map but was unable to save their resource.  We gave them a different computer, and they re-created their map.

3. A map of mitochondrion was not created due to absence.  Elliott will need to decide how to handle absences.  One option is to have students come in during the other double-blocks that will be held on Monday.

Next steps.

1. Jane and Elliott will want to explore the most efficient ways to link student maps into the class map.  Do we want to try to have students who finish quickly collaborate individually with Jane and facilitate adding their work to the class map WITH her as they finish their folders?

2. Student presentations.  This is a great time to let ALL the students know what a great job they have done.  It is a GREAT time to emphasize the KEY connections they have made and correct any misconceptions.  It is a GREAT time to applaud the individual creativity that will be demonstrated with their color choices, shapes of boxes, font, etc and what those features MEAN to the map creators.  It is a GREAT time to discuss features that determine good attached resources and those that don’t.  For instance, they will find that some of the photos they picked are TOO small to project with clarity for the whole class.  Perhaps they can come up with guidelines about resolution that clarify just which resources work best.  Presentations should be limited to the 3-5 minutes.  BUT there should be debrief time after each presentation about the CONTENT of the biological concepts AND the appearance of the concept map.  The goal would be to establish guidelines that the STUDENTS feel make for effective CMap Communications.  Perhaps one student could be the class secretary for these comments.  

3.  Also, is there any chance of getting someone at the school to create digital video clips of students presenting their work?  How about someone from the club in which students go around and visit different classes?

4.  We need to have the students fill out an evaluation of their first venture into concept mapping with CmapTools.  (As well as Elliott)

5. We need to post the student class maps so they can use them for studying.

6. We need to follow through on “permissions to use student work” for research purposes which would include writing of publications and presentations at conferences.
7. We need to decide appropriate concept map Evaluation/Feedback strategies for the students and for the LEF project. Elliott, we might discuss two goals here:  one is to “give the students a grade” but another one might be to have students learn from each other’s maps.  Do you want them to be able to view how student teams in the other classes mapped the same organelle that they did?  Or do you want them just to learn from teams in their own class?  Do you want to give a particular class an award for the best class map?  (We could print off certificates, for instance?)  Do you want to create a “synthesis class map” that links the best individual team organelle maps from all three classes?
