Dear Colleagues:
 
We have just seen first fruits of the efforts of Lexington High School
biology teacher Elliott Gimble working with his three Level 1 biology
classes with CmapTools. In this pilot study (the C3M Project supported by
the Lexington Education Foundation), we had introduced students to sample concept maps early in the school year.  The first map was an overview of biology for the whole year. The second map was an overview of macromolecules linked to detail maps of proteins, fats, carbohydrates, and nucleic acids with accompanying visuals from the Teacher’s CD.   

We continued our collaboration as Elliott learned CmapTools and I created an overarching Cell Structure concept map for the class based upon his
feedback. This week in December, students created individual concept maps of one cell organelle, negotiated a new map with a partner, searched for resources on the web, and then used a double block to create their maps using CmapTools.  All students successfully created the maps on their school's laptops (which had been loaded up with CmapTools by Tech Support during the summerspring).  Their maps and resources were placed in an Organelle Folder on their own hard disks and then transferred to a class folder on the IHMC Public Server 2. All of us collaborated in linking the students' work to the overarching class cell structure map.  (Please note that these are unedited student original maps.)  Elliott linked these first efforts of the red, green, and blue teams to the school’s website.  They can
be viewed at: http://www.davidcolarusso.com/cgi/staff.cgi?name=Gimble

We hope that you enjoy viewing this work and would gladly receive your
comments and feedback.

Sincerely,
Jane Heinze-Fry
