Creating Cell Reproduction Concept Map Using CmapTools Software

Goals: Practice basic CmapTools skills; create cell reproduction concept maps using CmapTools; link your mitosis and meiosis maps to your cell reproduction map.

Part One:  Reintroduction to basic CmapTools features and creating your maps.

Under Applications on your laptop, find IHMC CmapTools.  Click open the application.  It will ask if you want to update the software. Do NOT do an update. Hit the red circle in the top left corner to close the update window.  Be patient while CmapTools opens.  NOTE that CmapTools opens automatically in a “Views – CmapTools” window at the “Cmaps in My Computer” mode indicated by the selected box in the top left corner of the window.  The “My Cmaps” associated with this window are the ones created on this particular laptop.  Another icon on the left identifies “Shared Cmaps in Other Places”.  These are Cmaps in folders saved on the server in Florida that you may or may not have access to; you will be saving your final Cmap to one of these folders on the server set up for your class. 

1. Create a Folder - First, while working under “My Cmaps” mode create a folder with your initials.

2. Create and Name Cmaps - Next create your concept maps.  From the Menu bar, choose "File" and under it, select “New Cmap.”  (Today, you will create and name either the Cell Reproduction concept map or the Mitosis and Meiosis maps, depending on your assignment.  Your partner will create the other map or maps.  Name these as: “Mitosis” + your initials, “Meiosis” + initials and “Cell Repro” + initials (e.g., “Cell Repro EG”)

3. When a blank, untitled Cmap opens, click in the center to create a concept oval. Type a concept word in the oval.  You can click on and drag this concept to the top of the page. Save your work after a minute or two to be sure the Save function under “File” is working properly.  Name it using the instructions above and save to your folder in “My Cmaps”.  Don’t forget to keep saving as you go.

4. To create a linkage between two concepts (a propositional linkage), point and click the small box with arrows at the top of the concept oval.  Drag the arrow to where you want the new concept.  Label the new concept in the oval.  Label the linking word in the box connecting the two concepts.  Continue this with all your concepts.

5. To draw and label a crosslink, point to the arrow box at the top of a concept on one side of the map and drag it to a concept it can connect with.  Label the linking word.

6. Copy over Resources - Once your map is complete, go to the “Shared Cmaps” icon and click on IHMC Public Server2.  Wait while it loads then scroll down to the folder called “LHS Gimble HFry.” Open the Cell Reproduction folder you’ll see there, then the “Resources – Cell Reproduction” folder.  Click all the resources listed and drag them over into your folder in the My Cmaps folder.  (If you have difficulties, you may also select “Copy to folder…” under the Edit function on the menu bar and copy the resources over to your folder in My Cmaps.)  These are resources you can now add to your Concept Maps.

7. Attach Resources - Attach these provided resources to the appropriate places in your concept maps.  As time allows, find additional resources and add them.  (To add resources, such as URLs and JPEG images or documents, drag and drop your resource into the My Cmaps folder.  Under "Edit" on the Menu bar, go to "Add and Edit Links to Resources".  Drag the concept that you want to link into the area for adding resources.  Click on the resource you want to work with and fill in the Resource Window.  You can choose the type of resource under "Group" (e.g., websites are HTML Composites).  You will need to put in a title.  Click OK when  you are done.) 

8. Now drag the Resource from your "My Cmaps" folder over the concept oval where you want the resource to be linked.  A small resource icon should appear at the bottom of your concept word.

9. Having difficulties?  Call for help.  NOTE the Cmap “Help” Function in the Menu Bar.  There is a full selection of options to choose from.

Part Two: Saving your Concept Map to the Public Server2

1. Save to the Class Folder - When you are finished creating and saving your maps, go to the Cell Reproduction folder on the IHMC Public Server2 within the “LHS Gimble HFry” folder.  Here you will find a folder with your class section color as the title.  Inside that folder, create a folder named for the two sets of initials of you and your partner (e.g., “EG JF”).  Drag the folder with your initials (the one on My Cmaps that contains your concept maps and resources) over to your team folder (which you just created) inside the folder named for your section’s color. 

2. Attach Mitosis and Meiosis Maps - Once your three concept maps are complete and in your team folder along with the resources you’ve used, you will want to attach your Mitosis and Meiosis maps to your Cell Reproduction map.  With your Cell Reproduction map open, click on the Mitosis concept.  Under "Edit" on the Menu bar, go to "Add and Edit Links to Resources".  Click on your Mitosis map listed in the window then click on “Add to List” then click “Update.”   Do this for the Meiosis map as well, linking it to the Meiosis concept. Test your success by double-clicking on your Cell Reproduction concept map saved in the class folder and testing the links to resources.

Congratulations! Check in with me so I can double check your work at this point.
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