Do students’ attitudes toward mapping correlate with their performance on maps?

An attempt to examine correlations between students’ attitudes toward mapping and the quality of their concept maps was made.  Attitudes toward concept mapping on question 3 of the self assessment were identified as positive (+), negative (-), mixed (+-) or nonexistent (0).   A simple “sign designation” was given to concept maps 1-24 posted on the LHS website.  Jane gave anecdotal remarks about each of these maps.  These remarks were then labeled as positive (+) for the best maps with the best reviews; mixed remarks (+-), and those which needed considerably more work  (-).  

The two assessments were examined for correlation. 

Y (yes) = match of ++; --; +-+-

S (some) = ½ match: +- with + or – and + or – with +-

N (no) = opposite: +- or -+

If no affect was expressed (0), then no comparison was made.

Our results (Y=5; N=5; S=14) indicate no correlation between students expression of positive attitudes toward learning power or enjoyment of mapping and the general quality of maps produced.

If teachers are interested in the relationship of attitude and performance, the evaluations need to be more specific.  Also, quantitative correlations can be more easily drawn when a Likert-scale is used.  A questionnaire should distinguish between students’ beliefs about how concept mapping works as a learning tool and if they like to do it or not.

Comparison of Attitudes toward Mapping with Mapping Quality

	Map  Number
	Mapping Attitude
	Map Assessment
	Match (Y, S, N)

	1
	+
	+
	Y

	1
	-
	+
	N

	1
	+
	+
	Y

	2
	-
	+-
	S

	3
	NA
	-
	

	4
	0
	+
	

	5
	0
	+-
	

	5
	0
	+-
	

	6
	+
	+-
	S

	6
	+-
	+-
	Y

	7
	0
	-
	

	8
	+
	-
	N

	9
	-
	+
	N

	9
	+
	+
	Y

	10
	+
	+-
	S

	10
	+
	+-
	S

	11
	+
	+-
	S

	12
	+
	+-
	S

	12
	-
	+-
	S

	13
	0
	+-
	

	14
	0
	-
	

	14
	+
	-
	N

	15
	+
	-
	N

	15
	0
	-
	

	16
	++
	+
	Y

	17
	+
	+-
	S

	18
	+
	+-
	S

	18
	+
	+-
	S

	19
	+
	+-
	S

	19
	-
	+-
	S

	20
	0
	-
	

	20
	0
	-
	

	21
	+
	+-
	S

	21
	0
	+-
	

	22
	0
	+-
	

	22
	+
	+-
	S

	23
	0
	+-
	

	24
	0
	-
	

	24
	0
	-
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