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Recording of clinical findings:

	Leg
	Which Limb

	S
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T
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H
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	Subcutaneous swelling on a scale of 0 to 5. This does not refer to tendonous or ligamentous enlargement.







Lameness on a scale of 0 to 5.

Thickening of a tendon or ligament on a scale

of 0 to 5. This is independent of subcutaneous swelling.

Response to digital palpation of a tendon or ligament on a scale of 0 to 5.

Heat or skin temperature on a scale of 0 to 5.

Distention of the digital flexor tendon sheath (DFTS) (tenosynovitis) on a scale of 0 to 5.

Fetlock sinking (hyperextension of the metacarpophalangeal joint), either at rest or during movement, on a scale of 0 to 5.




Qualitative

Diagnosis




Comments on preliminary qualitative

ultrasonographic interpretation.

New 





Whether this is the first time this horse has

been examined ultrasonographically for this

complaint.

Re-Ck 





A recheck of a previous injury.

Normal leg 




This indicates which is the clinically normal

limb, which may not be normal ultrasonographically. It is strongly

recommended that both limbs be examined

routinely.

Both abn 





Both limbs are clinically abnormal.
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Forelimb
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Echogenicity
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Images can be recorded with thermal prints, video recordings or digital recordings





A transducer with a frequency of at least 7.5 MHz or higher  are used for examining soft tissues 5-7cm of the skin surface. Tissues within 7 to 15 cm of the skin surface are are best examined with a 5.0-MHz transducer and deeper tissues require a transducer in the 2.5- to 3.5-MHz range.





One of the best modalities for assessing soft tissue injuries





Ultrasonography





�





transverse (left) and longitudinal (right) ultrasonographic


images of zone 3A of the metacarpal region obtained using a standoff pad.


A type 1 hypoechoic lesion is present in the superficial digital flexor tendon


(SDFT) (arrow). (See text for zone descriptions.) DDFT, Deep digital flexor


tendon; SL, suspensory ligament





Transverse ultrasonographic images of the distal palmar aspects of the metacarpal region. The left deep digital flexor tendon image has a normal tendon fiber pattern.





Longitudinal ultrasonographic image of the proximal metacarpal


Region tendon and ligament sections are indicated by the arrows. The ultrasound beam is at 90 degrees, which allows the fibers to be seen. 





Longitudinal ultrasonographic images of the palmar metacarpal region obtained with a linear array transducer parallel to the tendon fibers giving the appearance of continuous fiber strands





Transverse ultrasonographic images of the proximal metacarpal region. A focal lesion in the suspensory ligament indicated to by arrows is visible on the left image but disappears on the right image because the focal zones are improperly placed.
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Transverse ultrasonographic images of the metacarpal region obtained without a standoff pad showing the deep digital flexor tendon (DDFT), accessory ligament of the DDFT (ALDDFT), and the suspensory ligament (SL). In image A the brightness is set too high, causing tendon fiber detail loss. In image B the brightness is too low and the image is too dark.





Transverse (left) and longitudinal (right) ultrasonographic images of zone 3A of the metacarpal region obtained using a  standoff pad. Images show a type 1 hypoechoic lesion is present in the superficial digital flexor tendon (SDFT) indicated by arrow, Deep digital flexor


Tendon (DDFT) and SL, suspensory ligament.
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Ultrasonographic zones of carpal and metacarpal regions





Ultrasonographic zones of tarsus and metatarsus regions
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Ultrasonographic zones of the pastern








