NAME:_________________________________________


DRAFT#_________

School Psychology Research Project Categories
I. Background of the Problem / Related Literature / Research Question or Goals

______ What is the nature of the problem under study? 

______ What concepts are important for the reader to understand? 

______ How does the problem and associated concepts manifest in the school context? 

______ What is the relevant background theory and research? 

______ What is most relevant from the research to the school context and the specific manifestation of the problem under study?

______ What are your research questions?

	Revision Needed
	Beginning/Developing
	Competent/Accomplished

	Unclear; rationale not well developed; failure to make logical connections between problem,  theory/research and question/goal.
	Clearly describe problem; articulate rationale for concern and identified goals; connect theory and research to questions/goals and specific practices
	Multiple references framing the problem and questions; discussion demonstrates a coherent contextualized understanding of the problem; and also situates problem in the wider systems of educational practice / theory/research




II. Plan / Research Design / Nature of the Data Collected
_______ How do you address the research questions?

_______ What is the context? Who are the participants?

_______ What is your role as researcher? Do you play other roles with respect to the study? How might this impact the study?

_______ What are the sources of data? How does the data correspond to the questions?

_______ How is the data collected?

_______ Will you design any instruments or interventions? What is the background on the instruments or interventions you are using?
_______ How is the data analyzed?

_______ How is the data interpreted relative to the theory/research in the field?

	Revision Needed
	Beginning/Developing
	Competent/Accomplished

	Limited or unclear discussion of actions taken; and/or  unclear research design; and/or little clarity on the nature of the evidence and how it is  used
	Clear description of a plan including actions taken and type of evidence collected; Provide examples of data (i.e., what kids said and did; artifacts such as journals; other written products). Links research questions & the data collected
	Situates research design and the evidence (data) within an interpretive framework; Articulates implications of different findings for the specific problem or goals; Articulates implications of different findings for practices in the field / the theoretical/research base


III. Analysis / Interpretation

_______ What did you learn?

_______ What are the answers to your research questions?

_______ How do you interpret the findings?

_______ Consider the best ways to represent the data so that we understanding the findings (e.g. figures, tables, work samples, dialogue excerpts or verbatim responses).

	Revision Needed
	Beginning/Developing
	Competent/Accomplished

	Limited or unclear analysis and interpretation of data; limited or unclear discussion of what changed or didn’t change and why
	Clear analysis of some data; clearly describes and interprets progress toward goal; identifies additional data needed for clearer understanding of change
	Systematic analysis of data using formal quantitative and/or qualitative strategies; uses appropriate data representation to clearly communicate (e.g., tables, charts, graphs) 


IV. Reflections / Conclusions / Next Steps

_______ What happens next? 

_______ What do the answers imply about practices?

_______ How do the answers relate to research or theory?

_______ Who needs to know?

_______ Are there new actions to take as a result of the findings? 
	Revision Needed
	Beginning/Developing
	Competent/Accomplished

	Limited or unclear connections to larger framework; limited/unclear ideas of next steps; limited/unclear sense of how work fits into a larger understanding of the context.
	Relate outcomes to original problem and goals; connect to useful theory/ research; identify new questions or next steps; articulate impact to your own practices and to the field.


	Articulate a model or theory explaining what happened; Link explanation to prior theory/research; Articulate a vision for a generative research process to enhance (context specific and more general) learning and professional practices.


V. Writing Clarity

______Yes _______Revision needed// Conceptual organization of the document – major structures and how they work together are conceptually organized in a way that makes sense.
______Yes _______ Revision needed// Clarity and flow of the communication – paragraphs are well formed and flow from one to the next is smooth and meaningful.

_______ Yes ______ Revision needed// Sentence structure and grammar – sentences are well formed and proper grammar used.

_______ Yes______ Revision needed// Vocabulary – clear and consistent use of terms; specific technical terms are clearly defined for reader

_______ Yes______ Revision needed// Spelling is correct.

VI. APA Format
_______ References

_______ Tables

_______ Headings

School Psychology Applied Research Project Rubric

	Project Categories and 

Related Program Standards
	Revision Needed
	Beginning/Developing
	Competent/Accomplished

	Background of the Problem / Related Literature / Research Question or Goals
· Conceptual Knowledge Area

· Research Knowledge Area
	Unclear; rationale not well developed; failure to make logical connections between problem,  theory/research and question/goal.
	Clearly describe problem; articulate rationale for concern and identified goals; connect theory and research to questions/goals and specific practices
	Multiple references framing the problem and questions; discussion demonstrates a coherent contextualized understanding of the problem; and also situates problem in the wider systems of educational practice / theory/research

	Plan / Research Design /

Nature of the Data Collected
· Professional Practice Knowledge Area

· Research Knowledge Area
	Limited or unclear discussion of actions taken; and/or  unclear research design; and/or little clarity on the nature of the evidence and how it is  used
	Clear description of a plan including actions taken and type of evidence collected; Provide examples of data (i.e., what kids said and did; artifacts such as journals; other written products). Links theory, research questions, & the data collected
	Situates research design and the evidence (data) within an interpretive framework; Articulates implications of different findings for the specific problem or goals; Articulates implications of different findings for practices in the field / the theoretical/research base

	Analysis / Interpretation

· Research Knowledge 
	Limited or unclear analysis and interpretation of data; limited or unclear discussion of what changed or didn’t change and why
	Clear analysis of some data; clearly describes and interprets progress toward goal; identifies additional data needed for clearer understanding of change
	Systematic analysis of data using formal quantitative and/or qualitative strategies; uses appropriate data representation to clearly communicate (e.g., tables, charts, graphs) 

	Reflections / Conclusions / Next Steps

· Research Knowledge 

· Conceptual Knowledge

· Professional Practice Knowledge

· Professional Self Development Area
	Limited or unclear connections to larger framework; limited/unclear ideas of next steps; limited/unclear sense of how work fits into a larger understanding of the context.
	Relate outcomes to original problem and goals; connect to useful theory/ research; identify new questions or next steps; articulate impact to your own practices and to the field.


	Articulate a model or theory explaining what happened; Link explanation to prior theory/research; Articulate a vision for a generative research process to enhance (context specific and more general) learning and professional practices.


